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CHAPTER 755
MUNICIPAL COURT

755.001 Definition. 755.11 Papers, how kept.

755.01 Optionof municipality 755.12 Delivery of books to municipal clerk.

755.02 Term. 755.13 Books demanded by municipal clerk.

755.03 Oath and bond. 755.14 Duty of clerk on receipt of books.

755.04 Salary and fees. 755.15 Pending actions triable by court which receives books.
755.045 Jurisdiction. 755.16 Continuance on vacancy; notice of trial.

755.05 Territorial jurisdiction. 755.17 Decorum in municipal court.

755.06 Sessions of court. 755.18 Municipal judge training.

755.09 Office, where kept. 755.19 Municipal court commissioners.

755.10 Employees. 755.20 Contributions to certain ganizations and agencies.

755.001 Definition. In this chapterjudge” means municipal The subsection is also amended to give municipal jutigesappointing authority

judge overpersonnel in their court.
2 Section300.06 It ies in the fie of icipal judge. [Bill
History: 1977 c. 305 12485/51)“ governs temporavgcancies in the fife of municipal judge. [Bi

755.01 Option of municipality. (1) Thereis created and 755.02 Term. The judges shall be elected agkfor a term of
established in anébr each city town and village, a municipal 2 years unless a longer term, not exceeding 4 years, is provided by
court designated “Municipal Court for the ....(Gitpywn or vik  ordinanceor bylaw The term shall commence on May 1 of the
lage) of ....(name of municipality)”. This court shall becomeearof the judges election.

operativeandfunction when the city council, town board or-vil  History: 1977 c. 18%.94; 1977 c. 273305, 447, Stats. 1977 s. 755.02.

lageboard adopts an ordinance or bylaw providing for the electi9gs 93  0ath and bond. (1) The judge shall, after election

of a judge and the operation and maintenance of the court.- A Rsiqnatioror appointment, takand file the dicial oath as pre

.scribedin s.757.02 (1)and at the same time execute and file an

Dfficial bond in an amount to be fixed by the governing bddy

judgemay act as such until his or her oath and e been filed

E%Erequired by s19.01(4) (c)and the requirements of siiB) have
encomplied with.

(2) The clerk of the circuit court shall, within 10 days after a
unicipal judge files the oath and bond, execute and mail to the
- . Pr clerk of the city town or village, where the judge was elected, a
beenelected. Thgoverning body may not abolish the mur”C”Oaiertiﬁed copy of the bond, which shaik filed and preserved in
courtwhile an agreement under sg#) is in efect. _the office by the citytown or village clerk. The certified copy is

(3) A municipality may establish as many branches of munigyresumptiveevidence of its execution by the judge and sureties.
pal court as it deems necessary , If the municipal judge is elected unde?55.01 (4) the clerk of

~ (4) Two or more cities, towns or villages of this state may entejfrcuit court shall file copies of the bond with each applicable
into an agreement under 6.0301for the joint exercise of the municipalclerk. The clerk of the circuiourt shall file a certified
powergranted under subl), except that for purposes of this subcopy of the oathwith the ofice of director of state courts within
section,any agreement underg6.0301shall be €ected by the the 10-day time period.
enactmenbf identical ordinances byach &ected city town or History: 1977 c. 18%.94; 1977 c. 305Stats. 1977 s. 755.03; Sup. Ct. Or@&
village. Electors of eacmunicipality entering into the agreementWVis. 2d xiii (1979);1983 a. 1921985 a. 89304

shallbe eligible to vote for the judge of timeunicipal court so 755 04 Salary and fees. The governing body shall fix a
established. If a municipality enters into aagreement with a sajaryfor the judge which shall tie lieu of fees and costs. Fees
municipality thatalready has a municipal court, the municipalitiegndtaxable costs shall be paid into the munictpasury as the
may provide by ordinance or resolution that the jufigehe exist  governingbody directs. The salary mag increased by the gov

ing municipal court shall serve as the judge for the joint court urgil'ning body before the start of the 2nd or a subsequent year of ser
theend of the term or until a special election is held undeb8. yjce of the term of the judge, but shall not be decreased during a
(4) (fm). Each municipality shall adopt an ordinance or bylagerm. The salary ofa municipal judge who is designated or
undersub.(1) prior to entering into the agreement. The comracippointedinder s8.50 (4) (fm)or 800.06shall be determinebly

ing municipalities need not be contiguous and need not all bechtractbetween the municipality and the judge. The judge may
the same countyThe contracting municipalities shall notify thenot serve until the contract entered into. Salaries may be paid
appropriatefiling officer under s11.02(3e)when the joint court annually or in equal instalments as determined by the governing
is created. When a municipal judge is eleatader this subsec pody, but no judge may be paid a salary for any fime during the
tion, candidates shall be nominated by filing nomination papeg&m during which the judge has not executed hisevpfficial
unders. 8.10 (6) (bm) and shall register with the filingfafer pondor ofiicial oath, as required by 55.03 andfiled under s.
specifiedin s.11.02 (3e) 19.01 (4) (c)

(5) A municipal court shall appoint a guardianligem for any  History: ‘1977 c.1875.94; 1977 c. 305%.64; Stats. 1977 s. 755.04985 a. 304
defendanthat the courhas reason to believe is mentally ineom S - .
petent. The governing body may by ordinance or bylaw authpriZess'gA? JurISdICtIOI’]i_ 1) A m#nlhmpal court halst exclusklvet
the appointment of a guardian ad litdsy the municipal judge in JUriSdiction over an action in which a municipality Seexs 10
any other matter within the jurisdiction of the municipal court. imposeforfeitures for violations of municipal ordinances of the

History: 1977 c. 18%.94 1977 c. 305Stats. 1977 55.01:1985 a, 89304  Municipality that operates the court, except as follows:
1987 a. 3891989 a. 2741997 a. 2081999 a. 156.672 1999 a. 182 (a) If the action is transferred undeB880.04 (1)or800.05 (3)
Judicial Council Committee’s Note, 1977Sub. (1) is amended to make clear thato a court of record.

a permanent vacancy in thefioe of a municipal judge must be filled by election ; P e :
ratherthan appointmentThe ofice of municipal judge is one of public responsibility (b) It equitable relief is demanded the plaihghall bring the

and the individual who holds thefiof should be placed there by the elective proces@iCtionin a court of record.

sectionis not a court of record. The court shadl maintained at
the expense of the municipalityAfter July 1,1978, any autho
rized municipal court courtroom personnel not in the classifi
serviceshall be appointed by the municipal court judggidges.
(2) The governing body may by ordinance or bylaw abolisf,
the municipal court at the end of any term for which the judae
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(c) Whenever the municipal courf a 1st class city in any to the municipalities involved and deliver them to the appropriate
countyhaving a population of 500,000 wrore is not in session, municipalclerk.
the circuit court has concurrent jurisdictidn hear municipal  History: 1977 c. 18%.94; Stats. 1977 s. 755.12985 a. 891995 a. 224
courtcases.

(2) A municipal judge may issue civil warramtsenforce mat
ters which are under the jurisdiction of the municigalurt.
Municipal judges are alsauthorized to issue inspection warrant
unders.66.0119 ery.

_(3) A municipal judge may ordene payment of restitution for ~{yiory: 1977 c. 18%5.94, 135 Stats. 1977 s. 755.13.
violationsof ordinances that prohibit conduct that is the same as
or similar to conduct prohibited by state statute punishable by fiig5.14 Duty of clerk on receipt of books. (1) When the
or imprisonment or both. The judge shall use the restitution proeaunicipal clerk receives the court records, bookaambuntand

755.13 Books demanded by municipal clerk. If any
materialswhich should be delivered to the municipal clarider
s.755.12are not delivered within the time specified, the municipal
€lerk shall demand their delivery and may by action compel-deliv

dureunder s800.093 casefiles of a municipal court which has ceased to operate, he or
History: 1977 c. 18%.94; 1977 c. 305Stats. 1977 s. 755.048979 c. 3.92  sheshall within 10 days dispose of them as follows:
(17), 1985 a. 1791989 a. 2611991 a. 401999 a. 150 (a) Deliver them to the clerk of tharcuit court of that county

ransforio & Court obGorda mmicipal Court s & court o xclusive jrisdigiont! the municipality in which the municipal court was locates

for an action brought by a municipality wishingiiapose a forfeiture for violation Within one county

Of/g”e of its mIU”iCiF:ar: Ofdi”‘;‘gc‘?ts- t[Bg' }240,‘A1dw itutionality of municinal (b) Deliver the case files of the pending and appealzides

o e poten S e e Aoty Saitragbe! to the clerk of circuit court of the county where the court held
office and certified copies of the court records floe past 12

755.05 Territorial jurisdiction. Every judge has county monthsto the clerk of circuit court of every county in which the

wide jurisdiction. If elected in a city or village lying in more thamunicipality lies, if the municipality in whiclthe municipal court

onecounty the judge shall qualify and have jurisdiction in eactvaslocated is in more than one county

county,the same as though the municipaldy wholly therein, (2) For any pending or appealable cases, the bail shall be

andmay hold court in one county while exercising jurisdiction ideliveredalong with the case file to the proper clerk of court. Any

theother If elected under §55.01 (4)and the contractingiunic  other moneys received undsub. (1) shall be delivered to the

ipalities lie in more than one countthe judge shall qualify and municipaltreasurer as provided in&00.10 (2)

havejurisdiction in each county and may hold court in one countyHistory: 1977 c. 18%.94; 1977 c. 30%.65; 1977 c. 44%.497, Stats. 1977 s.

while exercising jurisdiction in another county 5.14;1979 c. 3%.92 (17) 1981 c. 31%.2202 1993 a. 2461995 a. 224

History: 1977 c. 18%.94; 1977 c. 305%.64; Stats. 1977 s. 755.05985 a. 89 755.15 Pending actions triable by court which

755.06 Sessions of court. The municipal court shall be F€ce€ives books. When any action is pending before a judge at
opendaily or as directed by the governing bdolyt the governing thetime his or her dice becomesacant and his or her books and
body may by ordinance or bylaw allow the judge to determinBapershave beerdelivered to the circuit court, it may try the
whenthe court shall be open. actionand enter judgment as thoutyte action was begun before

History: 1977 c. 18%.94; Stats. 1977 s. 755.06983 a. 19%.303 (4) It.

History: 1977 c. 187%.94; 1977 c. 30%.64; 1977 c. 44%.497, Stats. 1977 s.

755.09 Office, where kept. (1) Every judgeshall keep his 755.15.
or her ofice and hold court in any adequate facility provided b:
the governing body of the cityvillage or town, other than at a
placeprohibited under sul§2). The judge may issue process 0
perform ministerial functions at any place in the county

¥55.16 Continuance on vacancy; notice of trial. All
actionsbefore any judge undeterminedappealable when his or
heroffice becomes vacant are continued untilekpiration of 10
daysfrom the time when his or her books and papers were-deliv

(2) No judge may keep his or herfioe or hold court ireny o614 the circuit court.The court shall give 3 days’ notice to the
tavern,or in any room in which intoxicating liquors aeld, or in artiesto the action.

anyroom connecting therewith. For any violation of this SeCtion oy 1977 ¢. 18%.94 1977 c. 30%.64 1977 c. 44%.497, Stats. 1977 s
thejudge shall forfeit $25 but theéolation of the subsection does7ss.1s. ' ’ B '
not make any order or judgment void. . . .

(3) No judge may hold court or keep his or heficgf with a  /55.17 Decorum in municipal court. (1) A municipal
practicingattorney unless thattorney is his or her law parmer]udgesh.al.l be properly attired in a robe or other suitable clothing
andthe partner shall not act as attorney before the judge. ~ Whenofficially presiding in a municipal court. )

History: 1977 c. 18%.94; 1977 c. 30%.64; Stats. 1977 s. 755.02997 a. 27 (2) Thecourtroom for a municipal judge shall be provided by

a municipality The courtroom shall be in a public building if a

755.10 Employees. The judge shall in writing appoint suchsuitablepublic building is available within theunicipality The
clerksand deputy clerks as are authorized by the counbibard. courtroomshall be designed arfidrnished to create and promote
Their salaries shall be fixed by the council or board. The clerlise proper atmospheref dignity and decorum for the operation
shall,before entering upon the duties of thefioafs, take the oath of the court.
providedby s.19.01and give &ond if required by the council or  History: 1977 c. 305
board. The cost of the bond shall be paid by the municipalit% Judicial Council Committee’s Note, 1977This sectiorgoverns proper decorum

- : [ a municipal court.
Oathsand bondwf the clerks shall be filed with the municipal Sub. (1) makes certathata municipal judge will be properly attired wherfi-of

clerk. cially presiding in municipal court.
History: 1977 c. 18%.94; Stats. 1977 s. 755.10983 a. 193.303 (4) Sub. (2) gives direction to a municipality that the courtroom it provides for a
. . municipaljudge must be designed and furnished to help assure the proper dignity and
755.11 Papers, how kept. Every judge shall file ankeep decorumwhen a municipal court is operating. [Bill 1240-A]

togetherall papers in an action, separate from all other paper . . . - .

gistory: 19?7(?1875.94; Stats. 1977 s. 725.11983 a. 193.303 (4) PaPeISrs5.18 Municipal judge training. (1) Municipal judges

shall participate in a program of continuing judicial educatisn

755.12 Delivery of books to municipal clerk. When a requiredby the supreme court.
municipal court ceases to operate, the court records, books of(2) Municipalities shall bear the cost of programs under sub.
accountcase files, moneyand bonds belonging to the court shalf1) provided by the court. All moneys collected by the supreme
be delivered to the municipal clerk within 10 days after theourt under this section shall be deposited B0%80 (2) (i)
vacancyoccurs by the person who is in possession. If the munici (3) This section does not apply to a municipal judge appointed
pal court was established unde755.01 (4) the person shall sep unders.8.50 (4) (fm)nor to a former municipal judge or former
arate the court records, books, files, moneys and bonds accordinguit judge to whom cases are assigned undg®&06during
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the 6-month period following the date on which the judge (g) Conduct court proceedings and exercise any power-autho
receiveshis or her initial assignment. rized by statute.

History: 1983 a. 271985 a. 304 (3) NEWHEARINGSAND APPEALSOF MUNICIPAL COURTCOMMIS-
SIONERRULINGS. A motion for a new hearing or appeal of a-con
testedruling by a municipal coudommissioner shall be filed with
the municipal court no later than the 20th day after the commis
ignermakes the ruling. The motion shall be heard by the super

ing municipal judge under the procedure consistent with the

ocedure adopted Ihe judicial district on motions to reopen
dgmentsbefore the municipal court. Nothing in this subsection
hallbe construed as altering the time periods for filing a notice
of appeal from a final judgment or filing a motion of relief from
judgment.

eHistory: 1997 a. 27

755.19 Municipal court commissioners. (1) APPOINT
MENT. First class cities may create théiad of municipal court
commissioner. The municipalcourt commissioner shall be an
attorneylicensedo practice in this state and shall complete ann
educationalkreditsconsistent with supreme court requiremen
for municipal judges. The common council shall establish tk
numberof positionsand set the term, the additional qualificationé
andthe compensation for thefige. The presidingudge of the
municipalcourt shall be the appointing authority and rteyni
natethe employment of a municipal court commissionewiét
andwithout cause. The municipal court commissioner shall b
supervisedy the judge whose cases the commissioner is hearimg5.20 Contributions to certain organizations and
Eachmunicipal courcommissioner shall take and file théi@l agencies. (1) If a municipal court finds in a forfeiture action
oathin the ofice of the clerk of the municipal court of the 1st clasthata person violated an ordinance that prohibits conduct that is
city for which appointedbefore performing any duty of thefiok.  the same as or similar to conduct prohibited by state statute pun

(2) PowersaNnD buTIES. Under the supervision of a municipalishableby fine or imprisonment, the municipal court may require
judge,a municipal court commissioner may do all of the folowthe person to make a contribution not to exceed the maximum
ing: amountof the forfeiture that may be levied to aganization or

(a) Underss.800.04and800.095 (4)and(5), conduct initial agencyspecified in s973.06 (1Xf) 1.if the court determines that
appearanceand receive noncontested forfeiture pleas, order tHee violator has the financial ability to make the contribution.
revocationor suspension afriving privileges and impose forfei (2) If the court does require a person to make a contribiation
tures,impose community service and restitution according to tla organization or agency specified ir0§.3.06 (1) (f) 1but does
scheduleadopted by the municipal cousthere appointed, and notrequire the persoto pay a forfeiture or court costs, the court

issuedispositional and sanction orders pursuant t®8B. shallstate on the recottie reasons why it is not requiring the-per
(b) Issue warrants for those who do not appear as schedule8Qstto pay the forfeiture or coutbsts. All contributions made
assummoned. underthis sectiorshall be made to the municipal court for-dis

tribution to the oganization or agency specified in9§.3.06 (1)
(f) 1. The municipal court may not require a person to make-a con
tribution under this section to angamization or agency specified

(c) Conduct hearings on warrant returns.
(d) Schedule indigency hearings.

(e) Make a finding on the indigency of defendants. _in'5.973.06 (1) (f) 1that has not complied with the provisions of
(f) Enforce alternative judgments for failure to comply witly, 757.17
courtorders. History: 1995 a. 281999 a. 5869, 186
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